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AGENDA
11:15 - 11:30

Opening Addresses
Antonis Papagiannidis
Moderator

TOPIC I
Privatization in the Energy Sector – Investments and Networks
11:30 - 12:00

Kostadin Sirleshtov
Partner, Coordinator of the Energy, Projects and Construction
Practice for Central and Eastern Europe, CMS Law Firm
Yannis Bassias
Energy Advisor

TOPIC II
Financing of GREEN Energy Projects in the East Med
12:00 – 12:45

Yannis Kourniotis
Partner, Lambadarios Law Firm
Alexia Trokoudi
Group Manager, Legal Division on Corporate Holdings and
Energy Regulation, Advocate, LLM, Hellenic Petroleum S.A
Valia Apostolopoulou
Partner, Karatzas & Partners

12:45 - 12:55

Break
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PANEL III
Dispute Resolution – Arbitration issues
12:55 - 13:40

Dr. Vassiliki Marazopoulou
Attorney-at-Law, Energy Exchange Group
George Panopoulos
Partner, Lambadarios Law Firm
Devika Khanna
Partner, Clyde & Co

13:40 - 13:45

Break

PANEL IV
Current legal and regulative Energy issues
13:45 - 14:30

Spyros Kiartzis
Manager New Technologies and Alternative Energy Sources,
Hellenic Petroleum S.A.
Sophia Michelaki
Head of the Legal Department - Hellenic Gas Transmission System Operator (DESFA SA)
George Lagaris
Legal Counsel, Motor Oil (Hellas)
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SPEAKERS
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Antonis Papagiannidis
Journalist & Lawyer

Has read Law and Economics in Athens and in Strasbourg, having specialized in European Law and
Medieval History. He has dealt professionally with business law and European Law matters.
Has been an advisor on European Affairs at the Ministries of National Economy, Foreign Affairs and
Culture and an advisor on European affairs for the Athens Daily Newspaper Publishers Association. He
is a member of the Editorial Committee of “European Community Review” and “Civil Society”. Co-writer of the “Interpretation of the EEC Treaty”; has also written in legal journals. A member of the Board
of Directors of the Hellenic Center of European Studies (presently a branch of EPLO) as well as of the
Cultural Olympiad Forum.
He has served as a journalist for “VIMA” and “OIKONOMIKOS TACHYDROMOS”. Publisher of the
short-lived weekly magazine “SAMIZNTAT”, contributor to Sunday “ELEFTHEROTYPIA” and “IMERISIA”,
managing director of “ELEFTHEROS TYPOS”. He has been a communication consultant at the Bank of
Greece (1999). Participates to POLIS and METAMESONYKTIES EKDOSEIS. Today, he writes for
“Naftemporiki”, FACT and is General Manager of the ECONOMIA GROUP (“OIKONOMIKI EPITHEORISI”/
Business File/economia.gr).
He is a panelist at Evening Report of Action 24 Channel.

Kostadin Sirleshtov
Managing Partner of CMS Sofia and Coordinator of the Energy,
Projects and Construction Practice for Central and Eastern
Europe - CMS Law Firm

Kostadin Sirleshtov is the Managing partner at CMS Sofia and a Coordinator of the Energy, Projects
and Construction Practice for CEE.
His particular area of expertise is renewables, oil and gas, conventional power, underground resources, nuclear, electricity, infrastructure, projects, PPP, public procurement. Kostadin and his team has
advised various clients on more than 50% of all installed renewable capacities in Bulgaria to date since
2005, including the first PV generation license and the five largest renewable energy investors in Bulgaria.
Kostadin has worked as the Chief of the Minister’s cabinet for the Ministry of Energy and Energy Resources 2002-2004 and Chief of Minister’s cabinet in the Ministry of Defence 2005-2007. As part of the
team at the Ministry of Energy and Energy Resources Kostadin was a member of the working group,
which prepared the current energy legislation of Bulgaria, including the Energy Act 2003 and the Energy Efficiency Act 2004.
Kostadin is singled out as a top lawyer by the official legal directories, named as “a real leader on the
market”.
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Yannis Bassias
Energy Advisor

Yannis Bassias served from 2016 to 2020 as President and CEO of the Greek state-owned company
HHRM (Hellenic Hydrocarbon Resources Management) managing the Greek E&P concessions for oil
and gas, the implementation of the European offshore safety directive in Greece, and the international
promotion of the oil and gas potential of more than 140,000 sq km offshore and more than 15,000 sq
km onshore of the Greek territories. He has 30 years of international business experience in geology
and geophysics, in technical projects and corporate management for reservoir evaluation, creation
of portfolios of oil and gas resources, as in the contribution of human resources and of international
relations. He joined the energy industry in 1991 and chaired the board of Georex group, developed oil
and gas assets in US, Colombia, Tunisia and France and advised on pre-qualification and exploration
projects in the EEZ offshore in France, South America, West Africa and the Indian Ocean. Before 1992
he had an academic carrier as Associated Professor of Geology in Paris and Post Doctoral Humboldt
Fellow in FU Berlin. Holds his Ph.D. in Geology, 1984, from the University Pierre and Marie Curie in
Paris.

Yannis Kourniotis
Partner - Lambadarios Law Firm

Yannis has extensive experience in the area of project finance, with a focus on infrastructure and energy projects, as well as public private partnerships. He acts for governments, sponsors and lenders on
transport, health, education, renewable and thermal energy projects as well as transactions involving
concessions granted by governments to private developers. Yannis’ expertise includes the drafting and
negotiation of concession, partnership, long-term lease, project and financing agreements. He also
advises on public tenders and the assignment of public contracts, in particular on the regulatory requirements for developing projects and public private partnerships, and on the restructuring of major
infrastructure and energy projects. Yannis has experience of representing clients in the privatization,
merger and acquisition of oil, gas and utility companies, as well as the acquisition by foreign and local
investors of renewable energy project development companies.
Yannis is ranked in all leading publications including Chambers, IFLR and the Legal500 as a leading
individual. He is Ranked in band 2 in Banking and Finance by Chambers Europe and band 2 in Energy.
Yannis is also ranked in Legal500 and the IFLR as Highly regarded in Project Development, Banking
and Project Finance.
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Alexia Trokoudi
Group Manager, Legal Division on Corporate Holdings and Energy
Regulation, Advocate, LLM, Hellenic Petroleum S.A

Mrs. Alexia Trokoudi has graduated the Law School of Athens and has obtained an LLM postgraduate
degree from the Bristol-UK University in Commercial and Banking Law. She is practicing law since
1994, mainly in commercial law and regulation. She has practiced banking law as a Legal Counsel of
the ATTICA BANK SA, and in the telecoms sector as a Legal Counsel in the GREEK
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORGANIZATION SA (OTE).
She provided her legal services in the Greek Energy Regulator (RAE) for 13 years, while from 2007 up
to 2015 she had the position of Head of the Legal Department of RAE. Since April 2015, she works for
the HELPE GROUP OF COMPANIES and she has the position of the Group Manager on Corporate Holdings and Energy Regulation. Mrs. Alexia Trokoudi represents HELPE in the Board of DEPA
INFRASTUCTURE SA, in the Public Gas Grid Company of Rest Greece (DEDA SA), the EDA ATTIKIS SA.
and in the Board of ELPET SA.
Mrs. Trokoudi participates in the Board of the “Association of Independent Power Producers (IPPs)”
and represents HELPE in the Legal Committee of “FUELS EUROPE” (“LIG”). She is a founding member
of the Board of the “Hellenic Association for Energy Law”.

Valia Apostolopoulou
Partner, Karatzas & Partners

Valia Apostolopoulou is a partner at Karatzas & Partners. She has been involved in numerous
high-profile energy sector transactions in Greece, both for international and domestic clients. She
is seasoned in energy law (renewable energy, oil & gas, combined cycle gas – fired power, waste
management), project finance, M&A and PPPs. She has participated in complex energy transactions,
advising on various energy sector regulatory, project development and financing issues. She has also
handled transactions, including regulatory consents, risk allocation and lender liability issues, and
she has commented on legislative changes to the environmental and regulatory framework for RES
and natural gas. Valia regularly advises potential investors and existing clients with respect to the
regulatory and legal requirements, applying to their energy related activities in Greece.
She holds an LL.B from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and an LL.M in Tax Law
from Queen Mary University of London (in coordination with London School of Economics (LSE)). She
speaks Greek, English, French and Japanese.

8

Dr. Vassiliki Marazopoulou
Attorney-at-Law, Hellenic Energy Exchange S.A., Legal and
Regulatory Affairs Department

Her main fields of interest include energy law, international commercial and investment arbitration
and private international law.
She has worked as counsel in numerous international arbitrations regarding energy law, international
investments, as well as a wide range of civil and commercial law issues. Served as Secretary in several
ad hoc, as well as institutional (ICC, LCIA) international commercial arbitrations, acquiring significant
experience in this context. She has worked on regulatory, contractual and business aspects of
electricity and gas.
Author of a monograph entitled “Extraterritorial enforcement pursuant to European Law in civil and
commercial matters” published by Nomiki Vivliothiki in 2015. Her other publications mainly concern
private international law and international commercial arbitration.
Education: Post-Doctoral Researcher, Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private
Law’ (Hamburg, 2016). She holds a PhD in European Private International and Procedural Law from
the Law Faculty of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (2014, summa cum laude).
She also holds LLM titles in Private International Law (2008) and Civil Law (2011) from the Athens
Law Faculty.

George Panopoulos
Partner, Lambadarios Law Firm

George Panopoulos is the head of our Energy practice and one of the leading experts on energy law in
Athens. He has a wealth of experience in advising on energy-related transactions, regulation and disputes
across the whole sector, from electricity production and renewables to oil and gas production, and
commercial activities and regulation within the wholesale and retail markets. With in-depth knowledge on
the commercial and operational aspects of the energy sector, as well as the legal, George provides clients
at every level with practical advice that helps to close deals and resolve disputes.
He also plays an important role in our Litigation and Dispute Resolution practice as a skilled litigator
and accredited ICC arbitrator, specializing in Private International Law (PIL) and Conflict of Laws issues.
George has a doctorate in Private Law (Paris I – Panthéon-Sorbonne) and has been published extensively
in Greek and international law reviews and volumes on matters of private international law, arbitration,
and law of international commerce, as well as EU and energy law.
He also teaches in Athens Law School in the private international law section of the postgraduate degree
and in Piraeus University in the Law and Economics postgraduate program and is a member of the
Epaminondas Lambadarios Scholarship committee in partnership with The Geneva LL.M. in International
Dispute Settlement (MIDS).
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Devika Khanna
Partner, Clyde & Co

Devika is an international law specialist and acts as Counsel and Arbitrator in complex cross-border
disputes involving both private and state parties.
She has almost twenty years of experience of commercial and investor-state disputes across a range
of sectors (energy, construction, extractives, petrochemicals and general commercial). She also has
significant experience in gas price review arbitrations and in relation to production sharing agreement
disputes.
Devika speaks English (native), French, Italian and Greek.
Devika joined Clyde & Co as a partner in 2012. Before joining the firm, she was part of Freshfields
Bruckhaus Deringer’s international arbitration group and prior to that she trained and worked at
Slaughter and May in London and in Brussels. Devika is a graduate of Oxford University and is an
English qualified solicitor with Higher Rights of Audience; she is also registered with the Athens Bar
Association.
Clyde & Co. is a leading full service law firm with around 2500 legal professionals across 50+ offices in 6
continents. Devika is based in Athens and plans to grow the practice as the firm’s hub for the region in
the coming years.

Spyros Kiartzis
Manager New Technologies and Alternative Energy Sources,
Hellenic Petroleum S.A

Dr. Spyros Kiartzis is the New Technologies and Alternative Energy Sources Manager, for the Hellenic Petroleum Group. He is working to implement a comprehensive plan that will increase the use of
renewable energy and decrease Group’s carbon footprint, promoting new technologies in the energy
and transport sector. Dr. Kiartzis received his Diploma and his PhD in Electrical Engineering from the
School of Engineering; and his degree in Economics from the School of Law and Economics; all from
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and finally his MBA from the Hellenic Open University. Following a period in the construction sector he served as a part-time instructor in the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, in the University of Western Macedonia and in the International Hellenic University. He
joins the Hellenic Petroleum Group in 2001 where he held a range of posts in maintenance and project
construction sections before becoming Manager of New Technologies and Alternative Energy Sources.
He is Vice Chairman and CEO of Energiaki Pylou-Methonis SA a wind park owner. He is also member of
the Board of Directors of “ELPEDISON S.A.” and “Hellenic Petroleum Renewable Energy Sources S.A.”
(Subsidiary of Hellenic Petroleum Group) and has served as member of the Board of Directors of “EKO
Bulgaria S.A.” (Subsidiary of Hellenic Petroleum Group).
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Sophia Michelaki
Head of the Legal Department - Hellenic Gas Transmission
System Operator (DESFA SA)

General Counsel at DESFA’s Legal Affairs Division, as of DESFA’s establishment (March 30th 2007)
reporting to DESFA’s CEO. Secretary of the Board of Directors as of 2012 up to date.
Member of the Athens Bar Association, promoted to Hellenic Supreme Court (1997).
Founding Member and Member of the Board of the “Hellenic Association of Energy Law” (2012) up to
date. Treasurer of the Association as of 2017.
Sophia is included in the first edition of the Legal 500 powerlist of Greece and Cyprus for In-house
counsels edited in May 2018.
Msc. Degree in European Law and Law school graduate (National and Kapodistrian University of
Athens).
Full professional competence in Greek, English and French, Medium professional competency in
Italian and German.

George Lagaris
Legal Counsel, Motor Oil (Hellas)

George Lagaris was born in Athens in 1973. He has graduated from Athens Law School, has a
Postgraduate Degree in International Studies and is an attorney, admitted before the Supreme Court,
and a PhD candidate. In 1997 he was a trainee of the European Commission in Brussels and during
2001-2004 he held the position of the Scientific Associate of the General Secretary of Energy at the
Ministry of Development. During 2010-2015 he was a member of the Board of Directors of the
Regulatory Authority for Energy. In October 2018 he joined the Legal Department of NRG Trading House
Energy S.A., member of the Motor Oil Hellas group. Since December 2019 he is Legal Counsel at the
Legal Department of Motor Oil (Hellas) Corinth Refineries S.A.
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Bronze Sponsor

A dynamic Group with solid foundations, holding a leading position in the Greek energy sector as
well as in the greater area of Southeast Europe.
The Group’s range of activities includes:
• Supply, Refining and Trading of petroleum products, both in Greece and abroad
• Fuels Marketing, both in Greece and abroad
• Petrochemicals Production and Trading
• Oil & Gas Exploration and Production
• Power Generation & Natural Gas
• Provision of Consulting and Engineering services to hydrocarbon related projects
A new era for the HELLENIC PETROLEUM Group, guided by a competitive and ambitious
business strategy.
With the main pillar of its business strategy securing its important role in the energy transition
in the wider Eastern Mediterranean region, the Group aims to maximize returns on its core activities, as well as to develop a diversified portfolio in the energy sector, focusing on the following
key areas:
• Improvement of the core business, through operational excellence, digitization, and energy
optimization.
• Development of core activities, taking advantage of opportunities to leverage past investments
to maximize value and develop the international trading activity.
• Development of new activities, with the creation of a significant presence in the field of Renewable Energy Sources and further development of the Energy and Natural Gas sector
• Safe and fully adapted to the most modern environmental standards operation of the units and
environmentally friendly product specifications
• Optimization of corporate governance
The Group’s turnover for 2019 was 8,9€ m.
Website: www.helpe.gr
E-mail: info@helpe.gr
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Contributor

IRON MOUNTAIN HELLAS
Records & Information Management
Strong name, Global presence, Great history
Iron Mountain was founded in 1951 and since then has become a world leader in information
management services. With its current headquarters in Boston, USA, with respect to its long
history and understanding of the business and technological challenges of the day, Iron Mountain
Incorporated enjoys the trust of more than 230.000 organizations worldwide with a presence in
more than 50 countries, with more than 1.600 facilities. Companies and organizations of independent size, coming from different market segments, trust Iron Mountain as a partner in the
secure management of their information.
Presence in Greece and services offered
Iron Mountain has been operating in Greece since 2007, investing in modern secure record centers and in innovative cutting edge technologies for digital information management, making it
the leader in the Greek market.
Iron Mountain’s services are focused on secure information storage and management, providing
solutions that facilitate efficient operation and enhance the digital transformation actions of its
customers’ daily operations.
From the organization and safe storage of physical archives, to digitization - scanning and processing of necessary information in any form with the use of AI and ML technologies, to the secure digital search and access to requested information through innovative enterprise content
management systems, and finally to the confidential destruction of information in any form, Iron
Mountain covers every requirement and need throughout the information lifecycle, from its creation to its permanent deletion.
Iron Mountain securely implements digital technologies and processes that fully comply both
with regulatory framework and provisions, as well as with the internal needs and processes of
each organization, regardless of its field and size.
Today, we are trusted by more than 800 customers from all industries including Banking, Financial institutions, Insurance companies, energy, telecommunications, shipping, legal and consulting services as well as from construction and trade and heavy industry.
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Supporters

Clyde & Co is a global law firm providing a complete service to clients in its core sectors of
insurance, energy, infrastructure, transport and trade & commodities.
Clyde & Co has grown to become a leading global law firm in our core sectors. With over 2,500
legal professionals operating from over 50 offices and associated offices across six continents,
we offer a comprehensive range of legal services and advice to businesses operating at the heart
of global trade and commerce.
From developed to emerging markets, we aim to support our clients by putting the power of our
globally integrated firm at their disposal with a range of seamless and efficient services and the
very best, commercially minded, legal advice.
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Supporters

Experts in Law : Fluent in Business
Founded in 1863 and now under the stewardship of managing partner Constantinos Lambadarios, Lambadarios Law Firm has evolved into a thoroughly modern, international practice with a
dynamic, problem-solving mindset, while retaining the traditional qualities of respect, integrity
and personal service.
With a number of top-ranked partners and a highly skilled team of lawyers, we are recognized
as one of the leading Greek firms in all of our key practices – M&A, Banking & Finance, Project
Finance, Ligation & Dispute Resolution, Real Estate, Energy, Capital Markets, and TMT and Intellectual Property in Greece. Within these fields, we have advised on many of the most significant transactions and commercial developments in Greece’s recent past, from privatizations of
state-owned utilities and major energy and infrastructure projects to cases involving emerging
internet law and anti-trust actions.
Lambadarios Law Firm’s Energy practice is among the strongest in Greece, having advised on
many of the largest and most high-profile energy transactions and projects in recent years. Drawing on the strength of our practices in Utilities, Project Finance, M&A and Banking & Finance, we
advise domestic and international players in Greece’s vibrant energy market on issues ranging
from concessions, licensing, and exploration rights to financing and regulatory compliance.
This expertise, combined with our knowledge of the regulatory frameworks governing the energy
sector in Greece, has made us one of the go-to firms for leading energy groups in their inward
investment in Greece.
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Supporters
Supporters

Karatzas & Partners Law Firm was founded in 1963, under the name Karatzas Law Offices. From
its establishment, it has been active in the fields of civil, company, commercial and financial law,
with its clientele being both Greek and international. We specialize in the law of banking and finance, capital markets law, competition law, energy law, mergers and acquisitions, privatization,
project finance law, real estate law and telecommunications law. We also specialize in litigation,
both before courts and arbitral tribunals, in the above fields.
In view of our leading position in the Greek legal market, we are routinely rated by such legal
directories as Chambers Global, Legal 500 and IFLR1000 as a first-tier firm, and our partners
among the top lawyers in Greece.
Our firm has received the Greek law firm of the year award by Chambers Europe in 2011, 2015
and 2018, the International Financial Law Review award for best Greek law firm in 2004, 2006,
2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016 and 2018 as well as the International Financial
Law Review Europe Women in Business Law award for best Greek law firm in 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018.
We were also awarded in the American Lawyer Global Legal Awards the Global Finance Deal of
the Year for Greece’s Debt Restructuring, as well as the Grand Prize 2013 for Global Finance and
the International Financial Law Review award for debt and equity-linked deal of the year in 2013
and the International Financial Law Review European award for the M&A deal of the year 2016.
Our managing partner, Catherine Karatzas, received the pan-European award in the category of
financial regulation in the International Financial Law Review Europe Women in Business Law
awards in 2015 and entered The Legal 500’s Hall of Fame in 2018.
At Karatzas & Partners we strive for a company culture where integration, mutual support and
respect coexist. We see each person as an individual and reject discrimination on grounds of sex,
gender, race, sexual orientation, nationality or ethnic origin, religion, or any element other than
individual merit. We are extremely proud that our firm is the first and only Greek large law firm
whose managing partner and majority of partners are women.
Our firm currently consists of 9 Partners, 3 Senior Counsel, 26 Associates, 10 Trainee Lawyers
and 20 employees on supporting functions (Marketing, HR, Accounting department, IT, administrative staff, etc.).
Our firm is located in Athens, 8 Koumpari Street, 10674, Tel: +30 210 3713 600, Fax: +30 210 323
4363, mail@karatza-partners.gr
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