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U.S. Coast Guard 

Investigations



The U.S.A and the Criminalization 

of the Maritime Industry



Laws and Regulations

o MARPOL 73/78

o United States is a party, but the treaty is not self-

executing;

o The Act for the Prevention of Pollution from 

Ships, (òAPPSó)  33 U.S.C.§§1901 ð1911

o APPS is the law implementing MARPOL in the 

United States

o 33 C.F.R. §§151.01, et seq. ðImplementing Regs.



ÂAct for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 

(APPS) (33 USC Sec 1901 et seq)

ÂFalse Statement Act (18 USC §1001)

ÂConspiracy (18 USC §371)

ÂObstruction of Justice (18 USC §1505)

ÂTampering with Witnesses (18 USC §1512)

ÂSarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (18 USC §1519)

Applicable Criminal Statutes 



33 U.S.C. 1908(e)

Permits the USCG to instruct the Customs & 

Border Protection Agency to withhold a vesselõs 

departure clearance  until a òbond or other 

suretyó satisfactory to the Secretary, which 

includes a sizeable bond and onerous financial and 

non-financial obligations





1. Provide for indefinite detention of crewmembers; 

2. Bear all costs of detention ðlodging, total wages, medical, per diem;

3. Confiscate passports of detained crewmembers;

4. Encourage cooperation with government investigation (even if 

crewmember is a target);

5. Waive significant jurisdictional and due process defenses and rights.

òAGREEMENTó ON SECURITY REQUIREMENTS



Å  Oil Record Books Part I and II

Å  Garbage Record Book

Å  Sulphur Emissions and Bunker Deliver Records

Å  Ballast Water Regulations

Å  Clean Water Act Violations

The United States has no jurisdiction over actions in international 

waters, but charges U.S. crimes for false record books, 

obstruction of justice,  conspiracy, and other crimes

USCG ðMARPOL/APPS INVESTIGATIONS 



Engine Room ðOily Water Separator

Å Flexible hoses

Å Portable pumps

Å Bypass of OWS 



Tanker Decks ðOil Discharge Monitoring Equipment

ÅTampering with 

sample line

ÅSwitching ODME 

to manual mode



Oil Record Books

o ORB Part I and II

o 33 C.F.R. 151.25(e) ðrequires  

recording all transfers in the Oil 

Record Book. 

o 33 C.F.R. 151.25(h) ðrequires 

each transfer to be signed by the 

person completing the operation. 

o 33 C.F.R. 151.25(j) ðMaster is the 

person tasked with òmaintenanceó of 

the Oil Record Book. 


